
Vancouver Public Schools 
appreciates the work of   
our Legislature in the 
2023 session. 

We are grateful for the 
progress towards fully 
funding the cost of 
special education.

We appreciate the 
progress made by 
honoring the three-year 
prototypical plan for 
increasing physical         
and emotional                 
wellness positions.

We also appreciate 
the early learning 
opportunities and 

graduation that support 
student success.

While we acknowledge 
the collaboration and 
progress made during 
2023, there are still 
several ongoing 
challenges that we ask 
the 2024 Legislature 
to address.

PRIORITY ACTION ITEMS
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Additionally, we advise policy-makers to: 

• Continue to invest in supporting students to
address their academic, mental health and
social-emotional learning needs.

• Help communities close the technology/
connectivity gap.

• Adjust the gaps in current funding formulas
in the State Construction Assistance Program,
which fails to recognize the true cost of
construction and/or educational space needs.

• Ensure that all K-12 education policies are
enacted with a commitment to equity,
excellence and innovation and a focus on the
needs of the  whole child.

• Support local school boards in overseeing
school and district improvement efforts and
meeting the unique learning needs of the
students they serve.

• Provide greater flexibility of resources by
limiting unfunded requirements that must be
supported by local funding sources.

Vancouver Public Schools serves 21,000 students and employs 3,600 educators 
and staff members in Southwest Washington.

Tracie Barrows            Kathy Decker  Wendy Smith 

Kyle Sproul  Sandra Zavala-Ortega 

Board of Directors 

For More Information

Jeff Snell, Ed.D., Superintendent   |   jeff.snell@vansd.org   |   360.313.1200   |   www.vansd.org
Vancouver Public Schools   |   P.O. Box 8937   |   Vancouver, WA 98668-8937
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